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Reverse side of a card

A temporary driver’s license or identification card will be issued to use for identification and 
driving purposes until the plastic card is mailed within about 10 business days. 

The temporary document contains a photo and all of the information that is contained on the 
plastic card, including the machine readable barcode.

It is printed on security paper, which contains ultra-violet (UV) fibers throughout. These fibers 
can be easily detected under a UV light source. The paper’s reverse side features the Idaho 
state seal, and is 
color-washed with 
thermochromatic ink 
that temporarily turns 
white when warmed 
by the touch.

When the plastic card 
arrives in the mail, the 
temporary  document 
should be destroyed.
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New look and enhanced security features

Temporary document printed on security paper

Adult temporary document

Ghost image

Key information

Laser-perforated
pattern reveals the  
shape of Idaho when 
held to the light 

Color-coded header
(shown: blue for Class D)

Fine lines and 
microprinting 

 through background, 
photo and ghost image

Barcode containing  
a manufacturing 
inventory number 

2-D barcode 
containing the same 
information printed on 
the front of the card

Laser-perforated 
pattern of Idaho

All cards for minors are vertical 
A green border  

around key information  
indicates “under 18,”  

a red box  indicates “under 21” 

These quick-reference tools  
help retailers and  
law enforcement  

with age identification Green border  
under 18Red border  

under 21

Minor ID cards

Format and header color designates  
type of document

Adult licenses and ID cards

Special identification (ID) cards

Concealed weapons license

Security lamination
contains an Idaho tri-color 

optical variable design  
featuring gold ink that 

glows green under UV light
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What to expect

Division of Motor Vehicles

Idaho Transportation Department
Division of Motor Vehicles
itd.idaho.gov/DMV

(208) 334-8000
Box P.O. Box 7129  •  Boise, ID 83707-1129

Beginning Summer 2011

Driver’s Licenses and 

Identification Cards

NEW!

All Idaho driver’s licenses, ID cards and permits have a new look.  
New, sophisticated security features are incorporated into the new cards. 

Not all security features are evident.

More information available at:
itd.idaho.gov/DMV/centralissuance.htm

Idaho driver’s licenses and identification (ID)  
cards are getting a new look and state-of- the-art  
security features, all designed to avert 
counterfeiting and reducing the risk of identity 
theft and fraud.

The cards will also be produced in a new way. 
Idaho is changing from an “over-the-counter” 
system to a “central issuance” system. Applicants 
leave the county driver licensing office with a 
temporary card, valid for 30 days. This temporary 
card is printed on special security paper with a 
black and white digital image. 

The new plastic cards are produced at a secure, 
central facility and mailed to the customer within 
about 10 business days. The card is mailed in an 
unmarked envelope, much the same way credit 
cards or passports are mailed. 

Previously issued Idaho licenses and IDs remain 
valid until their expiration date. 

Central issuance will result in system efficiencies  
and cost savings compared to issuing cards 
over-the-counter. There is no additional cost to 
customers.

The new cards are made from a more durable 
plastic than was previously available. And, 
the format and production process follows 
recommended best practices. 

Idaho’s new driver’s licenses  
and ID cards

• There will be a change in the way 
licenses and ID cards look and the way 
they are produced.

• When applying for a driver’s license or 
ID card, you will receive a temporary 
paper document issued for driving and 
identity purposes until the permanent 
card arrives in the mail.

• The temporary document includes 
your photo and the same information 
included on the permanent card. 

• The new card is mailed within about 10 
business days. It will be important to 
provide a correct mailing address.

• Current Idaho licenses and ID cards 
remain valid until it is time to renew.
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